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Mysore and that if the Mahrattas would subdue
Mysore he would become their feudatory, and
would pay to them the tribute he was now paying
to Mysore. The Mahrattas did not agree and
waited outside the fort and tried to trouble the
people of the villages. As usual on such occasions,
those people left their homes and went into the
woods. This was not what the Mahrattas wanted:
they gained nothing by driving the people to the
woods. Their desire was to make Ramarasa
come out of his fort. He, however, stayed
within and left them to do what they liked.
The fort itself was impregnable and this was
what made Ramarasa so firm. The invading
army could not on that occasion stay long at
that place. It waited for five days to see if
the chieftain would become more reasonable
and, as he held on, it left Nijagal and moved to
other principalities which might be more easily
persuaded to yield. Ramarasa thus got off easily
on that occasion. When the Mahrattas came the
second time the Paleygar sent word to fellow
chieftains in the country round and made small
troops belonging to them gather together at some
distance from the camping ground of the Mahrat-
tas and spread the rumour that that was an army
from Mysore stationed there to deal with the